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Welcome to the April edition of Gordanoos. This Apr il edition has been held over to cover all the 
fun we all had at Dragon Slayer on Tour to Woodland s Park, last Saturday. 

It was a really great day with over 400 Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers in attendance and 180 
adults. All our Groups with one exception took part as did most sections within those Groups. It was 
fabulous seeing everyone having such fun. 
 

Long gone are those days of dreary St Georges Day parades where all we did was march to the church, 
hold a very traditional service and march off again… Since 2003 we have changed, Dragon Slayer 
commenced…. which as you know now means we have added in a lot of Fun and Enjoyment specifically 
designed for the young people as well as ensuring we still have the opportunity to parade, hold a lively 
service, recognise achievements and very importantly renew our promises. 
 

This year was something different. 12 coaches and some cars left the Gordano area between 07:00 and 
08:30 on the 25th to take us all to Woodlands near Totnes. When we arrived we paraded, sat down for 
the service and as luck would have it …. it started to rain, so we all squeezed into the marquees put up 
for us. Then followed a lively service led by our guest Minister Reverend Mandy Stevens, renewal of 
promises and recognition of Chief Scouts Awards and Gordano Challenges. Then it was FUN, FUN, FUN 
in the Woodlands adventure park. Many thanks to Angela Andrews and team for organising this event. 

 



 

 



 

AGMs 
May and June is the time for AGMs, please do take the opportunity to support your Groups AGM and 
the Fellowship AGM, at Glenny Wood on 20th May from 7:30pm. 
 
This year the District AGM will be at Glenny Wood , with a guest speaker and BBQ. 

The AGM will be on Wednesday 24 th June 2009 .  
It would be great to see you there from 7:30pm with  the AGM starting at 8pm . 

Reminder on notifications 
Activities - Please remember that if you are going out of the Scout HQ or undertaking Shooting, 
Archery or other adventurous activity in the HQ then you need to send through an activity notification. 
The system is working well, its quick and easy and ensures you as leaders comply with POR, 
insurance etc.. for notification.  
One point that does often confuse is the ratios of young people to adult. The numbers are listed below, 
most importantly the event leader is additional to the ratio’s therefore: 
Beavers = 1 adult to 6 children PLUS the event leader. 19 Beavers going out therefore would mean 5 
adults must go 
Cubs = 1 adult to 8 children PLUS the event leader, therefore 26 cubs out on a visit would require 5 
adults.  (4 x 8 plus event leader) 
Scouts and Explorers = No specific ratios, you must assess the risks and staff with Adults accordingly 
Please send in your forms with at least 7 days noti ce. The link is at www.gordanoscouts.org.uk  
For further information see POR – Chapter 3  - 3.7 – 3 .9 
http://www.scouts.org.uk/support_resource_view.php? support_resource_id=71   

Camping – This requires a Night Away Notification and a Nights Away Permit holder 
(http://www.freewebs.com/gordanoscouting/nightsaway.htm)  in attendance (Scout patrol camps 
exception).  As with Activities there is the leader / young person ratio, detailed below and again the 
event leader must be additional to this:- 
Beavers = 1 adult to 6 children PLUS the event leader. 19 Beavers going therefore would mean 5 
adults must go 
Cubs = 1 adult to 8 children PLUS the event leader, therefore 26 cubs going would require 5 adults.  (4 
x 8 plus event leader) 
Scouts = 1 adult to 12 children PLUS the event leader, therefore 26 Scouts going would require 4 
adults.  (3 x 12 plus event leader) 
Explorers = No specific ratios, you must assess the risks and staff with Adults accordingly 
Please send in your forms with at least 2 weeks not ice. The link is at 
www.gordanoscouts.org.uk  and POR as referenced above 

Programme Ideas 
These contacts have recently been used by 1st Clevedon Cubs…. they had a group called 
Drumbuddies who led a fantastic session of African Drumming. All age ranges are covered and the 
sessions are adapted to this. Special rates are offered for schools and community groups. The Website 
for this is www.drumbuddies.co.uk. 
Also recent used is the - Bezerkaz Circus Skills - visit www.bezerkaz.co.uk  for more information 

 
Next Edition  

The next edition of Gordanoos news will be issued in May. I would welcome any articles, pictures or 
contributions. Please E mail them through to me on philwoolcock@blueyounder.co.uk 

 

 
 
Phil Woolcock - District Commissioner 
Home - 851734 Mobile 07762 022225 or E Mail philwoolcock@blueyounder.co.uk 


