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Welcome to the June edition of Gordanoos . 

WORLD SCOUT JAMBOREE 2011 – Sweden 
 
Avon Scouts are starting the recruitment of the 4 person strong Unit Leadership team for the 22nd 
World Scout Jamboree, due to take place in July/August 2011 in Rinkaby Sweden.  Applications are 
welcomed from any adult in Avon Scouting so please forward to anyone eligible. 
 
Closing date for applications to County Office is 31st July and selections will be held over weekend 4th 
to 6th September. 
 
A role specification, background notes and application form are available at 
http://www.avonscouts.org.uk/wsj2011/ 

 

SAFETY AND RISK MANAGEMENT 

As we go into one of the most active outdoor periods for Scouting I would like to remind everyone of 
the need to ensure all the young people in our care are safe and looked after.  
SAFETY FIRST must be the key and we must ensure this is the main priority. We see accidents on the 
news, we have had a number of accidents within the sections. Clearly we do everything we can to 
ensure the young people are cared for. Can I ask you all when arranging and carrying out activities to 
ensure you have risk assessed what you are doing, think of the potential issues and put in place 
actions to avoid them. Clearly with the activities we do there is an element of risk, this is fine, but needs 
to be managed. This is clearly shown in the Safety Policy. 
Enjoy the events you arrange, and I have seen some fantastic ideas and programmes for our young 
people. Be safe………… 
 
The Safety Policy  - It is the policy of The Scout Association to provide Scouting in a safe manner 
without risk to health, so far as is reasonably practicable. The Association believes that this 
responsibility ranks equally with the other responsibilities incumbent upon those providing Scouting 
activities and functions. 
It is the responsibility of all those involved in Scouting to seek, so far as is reasonably practicable, to 
ensure that: 
�  all activities are conducted in a safe manner without risk to the health of participants;  
�  the provision and maintenance of equipment and buildings for Members and others is safe and 

without risk to health and adequate for their welfare;  
�  information, instruction, training and supervision is provided with the object of ensuring the health 

and safety of all those involved in Scouting activities or who may be affected by them;  
�  appropriate arrangements are made to ensure safety and the absence of risks to health in 

connection with the use, transport, storage and handling of equipment, and substances which are 
inherently or potentially dangerous. 

Risk Assessment 
a.    Leaders should carry out risk assessments before and during every activity. All activities must be 
undertaken in accordance with the Association’s Safety Policy (see Chapter 2) and adhere to the 

 



 

relevant general and specific activity rules set out in Chapter 9 - Activities. 
Further details are contained in the factsheet FS120000 Activities – Risk Assessment 
http://www.scoutbase.org.uk/library/hqdocs/facts/pdfs/fs120000.pdf  

SHOWERS AT GLENNY  
‘OFFICIALLY OPENED!’ 

 
Yes the showers are open and at the AGM Ann Parker GSL 2nd Nailsea 
had the “honour” of being the first to have a shower… It was Ann’s 
original idea, so who better to get wet first 
 
Many thanks 
Ann and for 
getting in the 
spirit and very 
wet, love the 
outfit!!! 
 
Many came 
along to 
witness this, 
and only Ann 
got wet, much 
to our 
surprise! 

APPOINTMENTS CARDS 
Have you receive your new Appointment Card and scouting Magazine in April? This may not have happened as 
thousands were lost in a lorry fire on the M25…. Campfire was burning!!! 
 
So if you have not received these please see the article in the latest Scouting magazine – Page 13 and ring the 
Information Centre on 0845 300 1818 to tell them.  

DISTRICT REPORT 
2008/9 has been a great year and built on our successes of the centenary celebrations in 2007. Details of all the 
events are below. 
 

Headlines for 2008/9 
�  Glenny Wood Development continues 
�  2nd Portishead continues to grow with a new Scout troop 
�  1st Clevedon reopens it 2nd Beaver colony 
�  100% success in our 2009 Ten Tors challenge 
�  Fantastic Beaver and Cub Days 
�  Dragon Slayer goes on Tour – Woodlands – what a great day. 
�  Scouting Skills development for Adults introduced 
�  Clevedon Explorer Unit reopens 

And much more to read so follow the link to see thi s. - 
http://www.freewebs.com/gordanoscouting/2009%20fina l%20report.pdf   

COUNTY UPDATE - WOODHOUSE PARK 
 
The first two applications for the development of Woodhouse Park have now been considered by 
South Gloucestershire Council. We are delighted that the application for a new toilet and shower block 
on the Yeo field and an adventurous  High Ropes course were unanimously passed by the planning 
committee. 
 
The planning application for the new toilet block will ensure that there are facilities which are 
compatible with today’s requirements and expectations of young people. Alongside this the new high 
ropes course will provide a challenging activity, encouraging groups to work together to overcome 

 



various challenges on the ground and at height in a safe controlled environment. The granting of 
planning for these two applications is of course the first step towards the overall vision for the future 
that we have for Woodhouse Park and we are continuing to pursue applications for a caving complex 
to further increase the activities onsite and an activity barn to provide much needed indoor 
accommodation for activities for groups camping onsite. 
 
There is still much to do to make the vision for Woodhouse Park a reality and we must now begin the 
hard work of fund-raising to cover the costs of delivering  these exciting new facilities for the centre. 
We are sure that in pursuit of this fund-raising aim that we can continue to count on your ongoing 
support. 
 
Thanks to all of you that have either been actively involved in driving this forward or expressed your 
support for our vision 
 
What do you think of these major developments?  What difference will these additional facilities make 
to the Scouting you can provide?  Please let us have your feedback at 
www.avonscouts.org.uk/whpfeedbac�

 
World Moot 

 
The 13th World Scout Moot will take place in Kenya between 27th July and 7th August 2010. The Moot 
is a World Scouting Event for Participants aged between 18 and 25. It is the first World event for young 
people ever to be held in Africa and promises to be a remarkable experience for all those involved. 
Over 3000 participants are expected from more than 100 countries. 
 
Further information, and registration information, available at: www.scouts.org.uk/wsm2010    
 

 
 

Next Edition  
The next edition of Gordanoos news will be issued at the end of July. I would welcome any articles, 
pictures or contributions. Please E mail them through to me on philwoolcock@blueyonder.co.uk 

 
Phil Woolcock - District Commissioner 
Home – 01275 851734 Mobile 07762 022225 or E Mail philwoolcock@blueyonder.co.uk 
 


