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Welcome to the September edition of Gordanoos . 
 

Message from DC - Phil  
 
Firstly – breaking news…… I am delighted to announc e that Anne Ellis BSL at 2 nd Clevedon has kindly 
volunteered to also take on the role of ADC Beavers . Once Clevedon’s 100 years celebrations are 
completed in October Anne will be in touch with the Beaver Leaders to start supporting and developing this 
Section within Gordano. I am sure you will all support and wish Anne well in this role. The first ADC Beavers in 
Gordano for 15 years I think 
In this edition we have some fantastic photos and great reports of Scouting in Gordano.  
The Beaver and Cub Fun  days held on the 19th and 20th September at Glenny Wood. Many thanks to the 
organisers and everyone who help to make it such a great weekend. 
Camps and events  It’s great to see so many camp reports and photos of our youngsters Scouting and having 
great FUN 
Activity Notifications  – Please remember to send these in at least 7 days pr ior to the event and for no 
more than 3 months in advance. Notifications to be provided when going away from the Scout HQ, this 
includes trips to and using Glenny Wood. 
Glenny Wood  – I recommend you get your bookings in now to Ruth. Please only book for the actual evenings 
you are using the site, no block booking. Also every time you use Glenny you must book. Complaints about our 
use of the road to Glenny - Recently there has been incidents at Glenny which resulted in a complaint from the 
local Parish Council to me. There has been inconsiderate parking in the lane up to Glenny and outside of 
Pheasants Mead, our immediate neighbours. One incident, we think a parent, ended up with wife and daughter 
of our neighbours being spoken to very rudely. This is not on. We have to work with and co-operate with our 
neighbours and Parish council, so we are a positive part of the local community. 
As a result of this over the next few weeks we will be introducing traffic calming measures - sleeping policemen 
speed restriction ramps, a speed limit of 10mph and no parking signs. As leaders using the site and in charge of 
what is happening at this time please ensure compliance to this new travel calming and parking measures. 
Also when communicating about events at Glenny, please ensure the following statement, adapted as 
appropriate, is boldly printed on any letter / e mail sent out –  

Please drive very carefully and  SLOWLY- max 10mph on the road to Glenny Wood from the motorway 
bridge and into the site’s Car Park. If the road is  busy please park down by the Motorway bridge and 

walk up, being careful not to block any entrances o r park on the privately owned verges.  
Please comply with the no parking and speed restric tioon signs and watch out for Children! 

Site Development  - Shortly we will be compiling a special Glenny Wood Gordanoos, explaining about the 
developments so far, the next phases and how you can all get involved. 

Beaver and Cub Fun Days 
What a couple of fantastic days we had on the 19th and 20th September at Glenny Wood. We had a total of 151 
Beavers on the Saturday and 125 Cubs on the Sunday plus all the leaders and parent helpers. Please pass on 
my thanks to any parent helpers, hope they enjoyed their day too. 
The Beavers and Cubs certainly seemed to be enjoying themselves and I have had some positive feedback. 
From my point of view things seemed to run smoothly from transporting to Glenny, the activities, moving on from 
zone to zone, booking in etc. If anyone has any comments or suggestions please let me know. 
Badges for the Fun Day have now arrived and I will get them out to you ASAP. 
The pictures say so much more than any words can. 
Once again many thanks to everyone who helped over the 2 days… 
Ellen. 
ADC Cubs 

 



 





 
1st Nailsea - Concorde & Compass CUBS GO WILD!! 

 
47 cubs, leaders and ‘little Will’ aged 7 weeks descended on Tedbury Campsite near Frome for our summer camp. 
The theme being wildlife we visited Longleat Safari Park – getting lost in the maze, meeting the lions up close and a hands 
on experience with a snake and spider. 
 Our traditional first day hike took us past quarries, over rivers, through fields of cows and up footpaths which don’t get used 
often by the size of the brambles and stinging nettles! 

 
The activity day saw the cubs testing their archery skills 
and climbing on a mobile climbing tower. Cooking their 
own backwoods dinner, working towards the Map-
reader badge and making a pompom animal made for a 
busy day. 
 
The cubs had a great time thanks to a wonderful team 
of leaders. We all went home weary and tired at the end 
of our 2009 Summer Camp. Here’s looking forward to 
2010. 
Alex Bolton – Young Leader 

First Camp for 2nd Portishead Mohican Scout Group 
4th – 5th July at Glenny Wood. 

 
The camp held an international theme the first day we went Italian we built towers 
out of spaghetti and made flags out of beads and of course finished by cooking 
spaghetti bolognaise and garlic bread on open fires.  The last day was a French 

theme we started with a continental breakfast followed 
by a game of  boules and most importantly we got to 
taste the local wine made by our Explorer, this went 
down well as they tried to work out the flavours’ of the 
squashes which had be disguised by food colouring. 
The sun was with us when we arrived but not so lucky when it came to packing up, 
but a good time was had by all. 
 

2nd Clevedon Scouts - Rempstone Summer Camp 2009 
 
This year’s summer camp was held in Dorset on a large area called Rempstone Common; the Scout Troop itself 
has stayed at this campsite before right back in 2005.We arrived on the 27th August and sure had a beautiful day 
to set up our camp for the following 10 days ahead.  
The one activity that seemed to be the most successful was the kayaking and canoeing trip over to Brownsea 
Island where the first ever Scout camp was held back in 1907. The distance was a fair way but everyone 
seemed to manage and especially enjoyed their time on the water. From the expressions on the scout’s faces 
another highlight of the camp was the chance to drive Steve’s land rover, this was the duty to collect the water 
from the water tap further down the field where we were staying. 
As we we’re staying on a green field site there were no luxury facilities on offer, we had to take portable toilets 
and a shower tent. Unfortunately the Young Leaders were stuck with the worst job going… digging the toilet 
waste pit. 
Lucky for us we weren’t too far from many beaches, one of them being Studland Beach, a glorious sandy beach 
stretching for 3 miles. Another beach was Kimmeridge beach where we had the chance to go fossil hunting! We 
also had the chance to go swimming or just relaxing in the glorious sunshine. 
Believe it or not but another day of sunshine and this time we jumped to the chance of taking on abseiling. This 
was another enjoyable activity we all took part in; this was held at Dancing Ledge and there was even a rock 
pool that the scouts and even the leaders could take it easy and chill off. 
As the camp was drawing to a close we had our last two traditional fun activities, the cooking competition and 
the campfire. The cooking competition was a close battle between both patrols with both of them cooking up 
some delicious dishes but as ever one patrol has to come out on top. With the sun setting and the stars upon 
our eyes, this could really only mean one thing… campfire! This was a great success as everyone got stuck in 
with singing, acting and just by making the night a great night. 
Sunshine brewed early in the morning and the tired scouts managed to get themselves up ready for the final 
striking of camp. With a lot hard work the site was cleared and all that was left to do is departure camp and head 
back home to Clevedon. 
 



But there is one thing that I can say, this year’s camp is one that will go down in history and time will come by 
when another scout camp will be set up at Rempstone. 
 
Nick Kelly Young Leader. 

 
GORDANO @ the GILWELL REUNION 2009 

 
There are probably a lot of you out there that don’t know about the Gilwell Reunion. 
It is held on the first full weekend of September every year and it is open to all Leaders of the Scout Movement 
no matter what country they are from, and believe me ‘WE DO HAVE SOME FUN’ .   
Once again, this year, some of us from Gordano District went to Gilwell to ‘let our hair down.  What a wonderful 
weekend it was.  This year, Leaders from 1st and 2nd Nailsea, 2nd Portishead and 1st Crockerne joined forces 
again, camping and centrally cooking together.  By the way, we do have an agreement of ‘no children’.   
Let me tell you a bit about the Gilwell Reunion.  On the Friday and Saturday nights there is live entertainment in 
‘The Lid’ and the ‘Beer Tent’ (an extremely popular place), drop-in bases during Saturday and Sunday with 
useful information and activities you can try, crafts, badge bases, tours of the grounds and the house, Scout 
Shop and so much more. 
As you can see from the photos we had a wonderful weekend with Friday night’s theme being Cowboys and 
Indians.  Steve Hamey caused quite a stir in the beer tent with his headdress and the other headdresses were 
made on the way down with feathers flying all around the minibus. 
Why not come and experience this phenomenon and join us next year.  We normally manage to get a couple of 
us who go down on the Thursday as the advance party to get a large enough pitch.   
Thanks to everyone for another terrific weekend. 
 
Angela Andrews - GSL 2nd Portishead 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jack Warry Cubs  - Summer Camp 21 – 24 August 
 
Blackwell Court near Bromsgrove was the venue for Jack Warry Cubs’ summer camp, which was based on a 
theme of ‘Transport through the Ages’. 
 
Fine weather helped the 20 Cubs and 9 Leaders make good use of the wide range of on-site activities offered 
including swimming in the heated pool, together with climbing and archery.  
 
Saturday afternoon saw the cubs construct ‘shock cord’ ballistas, firing tennis balls – well it was sort of travel, 
and the cubs enjoyed competing to see which ballista worked best, before the adults morphed into children and 
were even more competitive. On Saturday evening we visited Warwick Castle, where a jousting tournament was 

 



 

being held. The joust was followed by the spectacle of a very large trebuchet , a medieval missile launcher, 
being fired.  
 
It was an early start on Sunday morning, as we had to travel to Arley, on the River Severn, to meet up with the 
instructors from the Old Vicarage Activity Centre for an eight-mile canoe trip down the river to Bewdley. The trip 
took about 3 hours in Canadian canoes, with an adult and two or three cubs in each boat. Generally the river 
was very gentle, although there were occasional stretches of shallow rapids to add to the excitement. On arrival 
at Bewdley it was time for a quick change before letting the train take the strain with a trip on the Severn Valley 
Railway from Bewdley to Highley, where we visited the recently opened Engine House. This houses several 
steam engines as well as a travelling Post Office coach. This exhibit proved very popular with the cubs, as they 
dressed up in the brown work jackets provided, and sorted the mail that had been posted through the onboard 
letterbox. They also had the opportunity to ‘drive’ one of the locos and thoroughly test out its whistle. A return 
trip to Bewdley completed the day out but was by no means the end of the day’s activities as we held a medieval 
banquet back at camp, with included entertainment by the cubs and leaders. 
 
Monday morning saw a hive of activity as camp was struck and we just managed to have lunch and complete 
the end of camp presentation before the rains started. 
 
All in all a very busy and enjoyable camp at an extremely well appointed site.  
  
Photos: Shock Cord Ballista, River Severn Canoe Trip, Driving the Steam Loco, Medieval Banquet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

That’s right…..Camp for Free !! 
at Blackwell Adventure for all Scouts and Guides between October 2009 to March 2010 

When you book four activities or more during the weekend.  
Contact us on 0121 4451285 or info@blackwelladventure.co.uk, www.blackwelladventure.co.uk, Blackwell 

Adventure Blackwell Court Agmore Road Blackwell Bromsgrove B60 1PX 
 

1st  Portishead Scout Group camp Devauden near Chepstow  
 
For the second year running 1st Portishead Scout Group held their group camp at 
Devauden, near Chepstow. However, unlike last year when it rained non-stop, this year we 
were blessed with brilliant weather for the whole weekend (which as everyone knows 
always helps towards running a successful camp). 
The Scouts and Cubs arrived on the Friday night and after being booked in, tents allocated, 

a brief introduction ceremony with flag break and investitures, the fun began... 
The Scouts played “gentle games” in the adjacent fields whilst the cubs had a Mini Pioneering session in the 
hall, where they constructed some very ingenious camp gadgets (which were of good enough quality to be of 
use throughout the whole weekend).  Supper came all too quickly; the flag was then lowered and then off to bed 
(but not necessarily sleep!!). The scouts eventually settled down at about 2.30am and woke up at about 5.30am 
- ready for action (unlike the leaders!).   
The Beavers arrived at 10am on the Saturday morning, the flag was broken and then afterwards the Beavers, 
Cubs and Scouts were sorted into mixed groups to undertake different nature activity bases including leaf 
collecting/identification, bark rubbing, a bug hunt, “feely” bags and a matchbox scavenger hunt.  
At midday it was time to depart by coach to ‘THE BIG PIT’.  After taking the “scenic route”, we eventually arrived 
at the “PIT”, lunch was immediately eaten and we were then divided into groups to descend hundreds of feet 
into the pit.  Tours were led by retired miners, who gave us a real understanding as to what it was like to work as 
a miner. After touring the underground tunnels and viewing various exhibitions, fun was had climbing over the 
numerous old trains etc at the site. On the way back to the coach there was no escape.... we had to go through 
the gift shop where money flowed freely buying various goodies. 
After a quiet return coach journey, each section played a variety of outdoor games and made use of the fantastic 
adventure playground at the Campsite.  

 

       



 

It was then time for tea!  Akela and Hathi of Dinosaurs Cubs did all of the cooking throughout the whole 
weekend and did a fantastic job, especially considering there were over 100 mouths to feed with dietary needs 
such as nut, wheat and milk allergies and vegetarians!  (How did us oldies ever survive?). 
After a rest period (all of about 5 minutes!) there were more games and then the long awaited Camp Fire ably 
led by Christine K and assisted by Lynn, Mike, Louise and Sam.  It was hugely enjoyable and the sketches had 
the children in hysterics! 
After such a full on day, the Scouts and Cubs settled quickly down to sleep and it was the Beaver leaders turn 
for a rather restless night! 
Another beautiful sunny morning and another cooked breakfast!  A leaving ceremony was held for the Beavers 
where they were presented with their camp badge and Big Pit ticket. The Cubs and Scouts then went into the 
local woods and built survival bivy tents expertly led by Jamie Gilbert, who has recently achieved his Bushman 
qualifications.  After lunch the Cubs and Scouts started to pack, had a few games and after a final swing in the 
adventure playground were ready for departure.  At the Closing Ceremony, everyone received their camp badge 
and the flag was lowered for the last time.  The Cubs and Scouts departed! 

 
 

1st Nailsea Tomahawk Troop – Go to Torbay 
 
Tomahawk Troop’s 2009 camp was considerably drier than the last – a relief for all concerned. Our visit to 
Torbay Scout Campsite was especially interesting for myself and fellow ASL Andy Peet as it was the site of our 

very first Camp as scouts some 8 
years ago. The site had not changed 
much, offering our scouts the chance 
to do Air-Rifle Shooting, Pioneering 
and fire building, all of which they 
threw themselves into with relish (not 
even our one wet day could dampen 
their enthusiasm for fire-lighting).  
The camp cook competition provided 
its usual culinary delights 
(congratulations to Ollie for winning) 
and congratulations must go to Will, 

Lewis, Alistair and Conner for winning the coveted Tomahawk Troop Trophy in the overall patrol competition.  
The one disappointment was that the area was sadly limited by its lack of wide game facilities, but, this 
notwithstanding, a good time was had by all. A big thank you to xXx Explorers Alex, Matt and Luke for their 
assistance throughout the week and an especially huge thanks to Anita, Steve, Andy & Chris for all the hard 
work before, during and after camp – here’s to next year 
Hallam Merryweather - ASL 1st Nailsea Tomahawk Troop 

 
Triple X Explorers - In the Lake District. 

 
This year’s summer camp was at Grange, in the beautiful Derwent Valley of the Lake District just below 
Keswick. 
 We started the week of activities and fun off on Derwent water itself, Canoeing, Sailing and Dragon Boating. 
The weather was not great but ideal for Sailing! Next day we used the local river for rafting and games, then on 
the Tuesday we visited the Honnister Slate Mines, going right inside the mountain seeing how the slate was 
mined and understanding the conditions the miners worked in, during the early 20th century. We were shown 
around by the mother of the owner, a real family business!  
You can not go to the Lake District without appreciating the Mountains. One evening we visited the local 
Mountain Rescue base, saw the equipment and heard about the rescues undertaken. During the next couple of 
days we then had groups climbing Scafell Pike and Great Gable, under the watchful eye of Mick a leading 
member of the Rescue team (Walking activities permit holder) and Kath’s cousin! A couple of great walks, all 
tired at the end including the Rescue dogs who went along as well. Others undertook some spectacular climbing 
on the local rock faces, and a small group went Pony Trekking for a morning. We also held our Traditional camp 



activity of Duck Racing. Water sports on Derwent water and a visit to Ambleside finished the week off.  
Great week, in addition to the above a lot of Cricket played, as we helped England win the Ashes and hired the 
local pool for two evenings “swimming”. Showers were good!!! A great week, on a green field site with 
spectacular views, and heavy rain only on one day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd Clevedon Scout Group -  
Amateur Radio Special Event JOTA Station GB8CS 

 
17th & 18th October 2009 at Kenn Village Hall ~ From 9:00am 
 
All Explorers, Scouts, Cubs & Beavers are invited to visit and join in! 
(Activity rules apply - Leader or Parent accompaniment) 
Please wear your Scout neckerchief and join us at Kenn Village Hall – From Clevedon: 
take the B3133 (Yatton) Road. In Kenn Village turn left (after the pub) into Kenn Street. 
After approx. 300 metres, turn right into the Village Hall Car Park. 
Your family / friends may also visit this event! (JOTA / JOTI is open to visitors) 
·  Join in and talk ‘on air’ whenever possible 
·  Link with Scouts on the internet too (subject to internet connection) 
·  Work for your Scout Communicator badge* (minimum attendance a whole day) 
*As this (Scout) badge requires self study beforehand and attendance on study sessions plus practical work at 
JOTA over the weekend places may have to be limited. 
Scouts should contact me by 2nd October latest if interested. 
 
Much of the (Cub) Communicator badge can be carried out at routine Cub meetings with the Radio Greetings 
and Message elements possible at JOTA. 
Mike Clark, S.L. 2nd Clevedon 

Next Edition  
The next edition of Gordanoos will be issued in October. I would welcome any articles, pictures or 
contributions especially reports and photos from events and activities. Please E mail them through to 
me on philwoolcock@blueyonder.co.uk. Many thanks for all the great contributions this mo nth.  

 
Phil Woolcock - District Commissioner 
Home – 01275 851734 Mobile 07762 022225 or E Mail philwoolcock@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

     


